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Meeting Notice   
The next Chapter meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 
December 12, 2006.  This Christmas Dinner Meeting  
will be held at "Memories" Restaurant located at 
1223 New York Ave Alamogordo, NM 88310. See you 
there. 
 
Coming Events 
Young Eagles Day December 9 th at the Alamogordo 
White Sands Regional Airport 9:00 A.M. until Noon. 
See page 2 for details. 
 
 
 
Congratulations to 
Kelsey Scribner our new VP elect. 
John Waering our new Young Eagles Coordinator 
elect. 
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Young Eagles Day 
 
Free Airplane Rides for kids who are between ages 7 
through 17 years, and who have not yet had a free EAA 
Young Eagles plane ride with us. 
 

 
 
Free plane rides are to be given on Saturday, December 
9 th at the Alamogordo Regional Airport, starting at 9:00 
A.M. and finishing at 12:00 noon. A parent or guardian 
must sign a release form before the flight. For further 
info, contact Richard Finch at 430-1258. 
 
Besides in the middle of New Mexico you never know 
who might show up! 
 

 
 
We don’t think they can give rides, there seems to be a 
minor problem with their insurance coverage in this solar 
system. 
 
 
 
 

EAA Chapter 251 Christmas Dinner, 
or Who, What, Where, Why, When, 

and How?? 
By Richard Finch 

 
As has become our annual custom, we will be having 
dinner together on the second Tuesday of December in 
place of having our usual monthly meeting at that same 
time. The following facts are relevant to you being there 
and enjoying our company for a significant meal. 
 
  1. Who,  all EAA Chapter 251 Members and spouses 
and friends are welcome to attend, but you gotta let me 
know who is coming to the dinner, before December 7th 
at 1800 hours ( at 6:00 p.m. for non-military folks). 
(Below is a list of who is already signed up to attend. If 
you aint' on the list below, let me know to add your name 
to the list). 
 
  2.  WHAT< Our annual in-lieu-of our monthly meeting 
in December, will be a dinner with friends and fellow 
airplane folks. 
  3. Where will be at "Memories" Restaurant which is 
located at 1223 New York Ave.  in Alamogordo, NM 
88310. It is right behind the new Alamo National Bank 
which is on White Sands Blvd, which is also just across 
the highway 54-70 from the Chamber of Commerce 
Tularosa Basin Historical Society Museum. You may 
have to park a block or two away on New York Ave. and 
walk to the Restaurant. The dinner will be in the North-
West dining room, but just tell the hostess that you are 
there for the EAA Dinner, and she will seat you properly.        
   4. Why, just because we have always done it that way! 
And it will be a good time for our spouses and friends to 
see who we associate with when we are “at the airport". 
And it will be a good time to visit with each other anyway     
5.  The When will be on Tuesday evening at 6:00 P.M. 
which is also December 12th, 2006. 
    
  6.  The How is complicated but simple > you will order 
your meals from the menu and you will pay the hostess 
at the front counter, after the meal is done, (eaten). The 
15% tip will be included in your bill that you will get after 
the meal is eaten. You don't need to leave a tip on the 
table unless you feel very generous. 
   7. The program will be simple:  We will introduce our 
new guests and the spouses and friends. If there is any 
breaking news, like somebody just did a first flight or just 
bought a new plane, we will want to hear about that too. 
We can expect to spend about 2 1/2 hours in the dining 
room and more time on the front porch if you want to 
visit some more after the dinner is done. 
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Hangers 101 To Buy or To Build 
 
We would like to express our appreciation to Novembers 
Speaker Mr. Brett Haun, VP of the Las Cruces EAA 
Chapter # 555. His outstanding presentation on hanger 
acquisition, building and financing will keep us all 
thinking of how to make this come about.  This spirited 
presentation should help our hanger committee with 
researching this project. 
 
 

Novembers Tire Kicking 
Thanks to Will Stigers 

 
Will Stigers Harmon Rocket project is coming 
along fantastic, almost ready for paint and 
assembly.  We had a reasonable turn out, about a 
forth of the membership survived the trip to Will’s 
shop.  He was on the money with the nav info and 
vehicle maintenance warnings, getting there is an 

experience.  For anyone who would like to see a 
perfect example of a highly functional all glass 
cockpit, Will has this stuff figured out. 

 
A beautiful example of power and Will’s Workmanship 

 
Will Richard and Kelsey a little hanger flying 

 
Richard demonstrating modern TIG welding 



NEWSLETTER Page 4 of 5���� ����

The workmanship Will has put into this aircraft has 
to be seen to be believed.   
 

 
John and Brad wishing they would get one for Christmas 

 
All in all the tires were kicked, some work was 
done and a good time was had by all.  Thank you 
Will for sharing your dream. 
 
 

The History of Flight Service 
By Rose Marie Kern 

 
Did you know that Flight Service was originally a division 
of the Post Office?  In combination with the Army, the 
Post Office developed Air Mail Routes along the east 
coast.  Then in 1918, the military transferred operations 
to the Post Office and by 1920 a transcontinental route 
was established with17 Air Mail Radio Stations (AMRS) 
in activation 
 
Then, as now, the specialists at the AMRS’s gathered 
and disseminated weather data, but their duties also 
included maintaining equipment, servicing the aircraft 
and unloading mail. As many of them were former 
maritime radio operators, they were expected to 
maintain their own equipment.  
 
The Air Commerce Act of 1926 transferred the budding 
airway systems initially to the control of the Bureau of 
Lighthouses under the Department of Commerce. But 
the need for a separate administration was recognized 
and so the Airways Division was created in 1927.  Once 
of their first acts was to rename their 45 facilities 
“Airways Radio Stations” or ARS.    
 

This was an exciting time in aviation as the “rules” of the 
air were being developed, airways were created and 
methods of communication were invented.   Messages 
between the ARS’s were sent by teletype starting in 
1928, and many of the Q codes still recognized in Flight 
Service began as short cuts in order to enhance quick 
communication. Today we still refer to the first stage of 
Search and Rescue as a QALQ. 
 
Morse Code was the primary method of communication 
prior to the development of voice transmission.  
VORTAC’s today still broadcast in that manner.   
Fortunately for us all, voice communication was 
recognized early on as the most efficient and effective 
way to insure safety, and its development was made a 
top priority. 
 
The Civil Aeronautics Authority (CAA) was created in 
1938, and the ARS became the Airway Communication 
Station or ACS.   Skilled electronic technicians were 
introduced to the system to maintain the equipment, 
allowing the specialists more time to serve their primary 
function of assisting the pilots.  
 
During World War II, the military utilized the ACS;s 
heavily, and women began “manning” the facilities as the 
men went off to war.   After the war, aviation 
experienced tremendous growth as air carriers and 
private pilots surged into the sky.   
 
1958 saw the creation of the Federal Aviation Agency, 
and the ACS’s finally became what we know today as 
Flight Service Stations (FSS). 
 
The FSS specialist’s duties by this time were more 
focused on the needs of the flying public.  A Search and 
Rescue system had been developed and communication 
was vastly improved.  Training and Certification from the 
National Weather Service enhanced the specialist’s 
abilities to provide tailored and more complete 
information to the pilots.  
The 50’s also had some nasty aviation accidents that 
highlighted a need for better radio communications and 
navigational facilities. This spurred the government to 
focus on the needs of the Tower’s and Centers, and 
FSS’s importance faded somewhat in the grand scheme 
of things. While the others received the latest in 
computers, Flight Service continued to trudge along with 
teletype. 
 
The Department of Transportation took over the Federal 
Aviation Administration in 1967, and recognition of the 
importance of real time weather information during flights 
became apparent. This led to what we now know as 
Flight Watch or Enroute Flight Advisory Service (EFAS) 
in 1972.   
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About 400 FSS;s were in operation by the early 1970’s, 
but advances in technology and the implementation of 
new computer systems encouraged the FAA to 
consolidate these facilities into 61 Automated Flight 
Services from 1984 to 1997.  Alaska was the only state 
to retain just over a dozen of the smaller 1 and 2 man 
stations.   
 
Three different computer systems were installed in these 
facilities, which created some interface problems, and 
the FAA was in the process of changing all of them over 
to an advanced graphics and data system called OASIS 
when the US government decided that Flight Service 
could and should be administrated through contracts 
with a corporation rather than directly by the federal 
government.   
 
A study to privatize Flight Service began in 2001, and by 
2003 we knew that   changes would happen. In March of 
2005 it was announced that Lockheed Martin (LM) would 
be awarded the contract, and the official change of 
command for those stations in the lower 48 states plus 
Hawaii occurred in October of that year.   
 
Lockheed Martin invited all the people working in Flight 
Service to retain their jobs, though staffing was cut by 
almost a third as many people bid on other government 
positions in order to achieve retirement.  Traffic per 
specialist subsequently increased, and there have been 
many internal changes in procedures that have come 
into play. 
 
From here we look to the future.  LM has developed a 
computer system called the FS-21 specifically to handle 
all the complex duties of Flight Service, as well as allow 
pilot calls to be switched to the next available Specialist 
with the appropriate Area Knowledge, regardless of their 
location..  The FS-21 will be implemented in 2007.  LM 
will be closing all but 20 stations in the continental US.  
(Alaska remains with the FAA).   
 
Three of those stations will be large 24 hour Hubs that 
can handle high call volumes.  The other 17 will be open 
6am to 10pm local time.  As FS-21 comes online, I will 
write about how it changes our job and its impact on the 
flying public.   
 
For more information about FS-21 and LM’s Flight 
Service Strategies visit their website at www.afss.com.   
 
When the FAA was still in charge of Flight Service, 
changes were slow – a snail’s pace. The introduction of 
LM to the picture has caused a lot of internal changes, 
which hopefully the flying public sees as only for the 
best.  Us old timers are hopping about trying to keep up. 
Be assured, LM, the FAA and the National Weather 

Service are performing high volumes of evaluations in an 
effort to ensure continued excellence of service.   
 
   Rose Marie Kern works at Lockheed Martin’s ABQ 
AFSS.  If you’d like to ask Rose a question concerning 
ATC and the Lockheed Martin AFSS’s, send her an 
email at solarranch@ispwest.com.  
 

Tech Counselor Program 
 
 
Richard Finch asked EAA National if builders still receive 
an insurance benefit for using the Tech Counselor 
Program.  Part of the answer was and I paraphrase “It 
depends on your Insurer.”  The rest of the answer from 
Joe Norris follows. 
 
“The advice I give to builders who are reluctant to use 
the TC program is that the FAA recognizes the value of 
the program and has offered builders the opportunity to 
use the TC program instead of waiting for the FAA to 
come out and do pre-closure inspections.  If too many 
builders start submitting aircraft for certification without 
taking advantage of the TC program voluntarily, the FAA 
will have no choice but to once again require pre-closure 
inspections.  This would be a step backward, and of 
course would not be desirable.  The amateur-built 
community needs to continue to improve our safety 
record so as to avoid undue FAA attention, and the TC 
and FA programs are major steps toward that goal.” 
  
 
Joe Norris 
EAA Aviation Services 
EAA Aviation Center, Oshkosh, WI 
888-322-4636, extension 6806 
jnorris@eaa.org 
 

Editors Rambling 
By Jim Holder 

 
First I would like to thank everyone who 
contributed material for this issue.  In the future if 
you would like to write an article, have pictures of 
interesting things preferably aviation related, or 
anything else you can think of, send it to me and I 
will try to use it.   I will always try to use reader’s 
content first, this will prevent you from having to 
read what I attempt to write.  I learned something 
valuable from my 3 years in Japan, It doesn’t matter 
how well you speak the language if you use a 
hillbilly accent it still confuses the locals. 


